Cesare Barono (Baronius, Baronio) (1538-1607) was an early
companion of Saint Philip who became superior of the Oratory in
1593, when Philip stepped down. He was made a Cardinal and
prefect of the Vatican Library by Pope Clement VIII to whom he
was confessor. He is widely known for his monumental work
Ecclesiastical Annals which he undertook in obedience to the Saint.
He himself is acclaimed as Venerable.

Look down from heaven, Holy Father, from the loftiness
of that mountain to the lowliness of this valley, from that
harbour of quietness and tranquility to this calamitous sea.
And now that the darkness of this world hinders no more
those benignant eyes of thine from looking clearly into all
things, look down and visit, O most diligent keeper, this
vineyard which thy right hand planted with so much
labour, anxiety, and peril. To thee then we fly, from thee
we seek for aid: to thee we give our whole selves
unreservedly. Thee we adopt for our patron and defender:
undertake the cause of our salvation, protect thy clients.
To thee we appeal as our leader, rule thine army fighting
against the assaults of the devil. To thee, kindest of
pilots, we give up the rudder of our lives; steer this little
ship of thine, and placed as thou art on high, keep us off
all the rocks of evil desires, that with thee for our pilot
and our guide we may safely come to the port of eternal
bliss. Amen.

Baronius’ Prayer to St. Philip

– translated by Ignatius Ryder

I love, and loving must love ceaselessly,
So whole a conquest in me love hath won;
My love to Thee, Thy love to me doth run,
Surely the day is nigh when I may flee
From this dark gaol, for ever to have done
With vanity and blind oblivion,
Where exiled from myself, I used to be.
Earth laughs and sky, green branches and soft air,
The winds are quiet, and the water still,
No sun before has shed so bright a day;
The gay birds sing, love’s joy is everywhere;
My heart alone has no responsive thrill,
My powers flag and shrink from joy away.

One of Saint Philip’s Sonnets

