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Some persons speak of Christianity as if it were a 
thing of history, with only indirect bearing on 
modern times; I cannot allow that it is a mere 

historical religion. Certainly it has its foundations in 
past and glorious memories, but its power is in the 

present. It is no dreary matter of antiquarianism; we 
do not contemplate it in conclusions drawn from 
dumb documents and dead events, but by faith 

exercised in ever-living objects, and by the 
appropriation and use of ever-recurring gifts.  

(St John Henry Newman)
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