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date of the opening one was JuLy
which will appeal to nea.ders) ‘aind

with two illustrations, one depletmg lt:s
pleted form and the other a view of its in
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The Story of a Toronto Church

Perhaps no other church in Toronto began under humbler ecir-
cumstances than did that of St. Vincent de Paul. In primitive days
a log cabin did service at times as a church. But to have a store
serve this purpose in a fine residential quarter of Toronto in the
year of our Lord 1914, was indeed something unusual. In a
month or so after the ﬁrst Mass was said a second store was added
to the first, an opening being made in the separating wall. A

'heavy ecurtain covered the opening during week days, permit-
ting one of the stores to be used as a hall and school-room. (I
might remark that a Chinese laundry now occupies, and has for
vears, the store which served the newly established parish of St.
Vincent de Paul as a chapel for a year. What a descent from
spiritual to material purification!

Early in 1915 the necessity of more adequate accommodation
for religious and school purposes was apparent. A meeting was
held in which encouraging enthusiasm and support were mani-
fested and a resolution to prepare plans for a structure along
Grecian lines was supported by all present. “ Grecian architecture,
to be at its best, must be in stone. That is true of Gothic archi-
tecture also, but it is easier to adapt other materials to the pointed
and sky-piercing Gothiec than to the lower and more earthly
¢harm of Athenian halls and temples. The design adopted copied
in a general way the Madeleine of Paris, France, the most sue-
cessful adaptation of Grecian architecture to Christian worship,
but with modifications rendered necessary by situation and fin-
ancial resources. A young architect living in an adjoining par-
ish. J. M. Cowan, prepared a drawing which gave entire satis-
faction.

The Great War had entered on its second year, material was
scarce; prices had leaped upward; the parish was young; the
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cost of completing in stone a structure such as that outlined
was beyond the resources of the congregation. Therefore, very
unwillingly it was resolved to construct the basement for the
present—to serve as a ehurch until the growth of the parish would
render the completion of the plan possible. Work started in
carly summer and progressed so rapidly that the corner-stone
was laid on Sunday, August 15, 1915, by His Grace Archbishop
MeNeil, who officiated at the dedication of the basement church
on Sunday, Oct. 24th, of the same year.

No 1

We now introduce our readers to the basement echurch, whiech
served without change the religious and social needs ’of St
Vincent de Paul for almost seven years. :

The picture reproduced represents developments, when to the
oast of the c¢hurch a fine four-roomed school was el,'ected by the
Toronto Separate School Board. Before that, for a cou;;]e of
vears after the vacating of the stores, a partitioned portion of
the hasement served for two school rooms. It will be noticed
in the illustration that the school building towers over the ba
ment church. That was a grievance with the writer WheS;‘:
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de Paul from the south or west, the school building would al-
ways lord it over the lowly basement. When he sought to avoid
this humiliation by taking a position to the north, another lofty
structure in the background performed a similar disservice. The
offending structures were not alone in this. ‘‘St. Vincent de Paul
Church—where is that?’ was a query to which he was eonstantly
treated. During war time individuals whose sense of humor
was of the rough variety were reminded by it of dugout.s and
similar constructions prinecipally subterranean. Their wit, be-
ing of the same variety, made such sallies quite popular.wnh
those whose hits were principally of the ‘“Aunt Sally”’ variety.

Such are the tribulations inseparable from beginnings which
have something in common with the days of the Catacombs.
However, the writer had a chance of getting even with his per-
secutors by helping in the September of 1916 to close, or at least
suppress very much, one of the springs of their wit. If he had
to conduct worship underground, they had also to fly to subter-
ranean places and methods, so that in this instance, as in many
others, the biter was bitten.

However, a higher satisfaction soon dawned, as may be seen
from our second illustration.

No. 2
a7l



Paul emerging from the subterranean condition
“to the remarks commented on and which was not
standpoint of comfort. There was no vestry, n
‘choir gallery. A basement church at best must be a
affair. 'Whilst that of St. Vincent de Paul was o
of its kind, its worshippers eagerly looked forwa
when they would have a real church. The Great
all, and then the wake of discontent and strife it left
made the period of waiting longer than anticipated. |
the second decade of the new century was eompleted, it
that an effort should be made to have a temple instead of a
nacle. In 1921 a committee was formed to take up the
of completing what was begun six years before. The
to a canvas for funds was encouraging, so mueh so that
tation waited on His Grace Archbishop MeNeil, to repre
him the advisability of making an immediate effort to go
Going ahead at full speed is a policy never unacceptable
present Archbishop of Toronto when he sees the way
~did not, however, seem so to him just then. Prices were
ally high, conditions unsettled, the outlook not by any un
rosy. After very little discussion the deputation were conv I
of the soundness of his view, and cordially agreed to a postp

ment for another year.
The wisdom of that course was ere long apparent.
plans were prepared and tenders received for the con nu
work, it was found that the peak of high prices had passed.
other point not so gratifying was made evident, namely, th
completion of the church in stone, as was originally contem
was too costly to be attempted. This created a difficult |
The basement walls in stone rose to a height of several feet
ground. To tear them down to an approach to the ground.
would mean much waste of work and material; to super
brick at their present level would be very like the policy o
unwise man who began to build and found himself unal
finish. Happily the skill of the architect and a superb

of brick and workmanship overcame that very serious
And its solution triumphantly proved that a judicious
tion of stone and brick will produce results in Grecian
ture which even.a fastidious Athenian of the days of
would admire. g

These problems being solved, the finaneial question ca
And here His Grace’s counsel and assistance were in’
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After some anxious waiting, the signal for work was given, and
soon the growth depicted in engraving No. 2 was in evidence.
Gratifying progress was made under ideal weather conditions
and eager workmen. The steel trusses for the roof soon began
to rear il ir graceful curves against the sky, as picture No. 3
proclaims,

Onward, or rather skyward, the work proceeded. Si. Vin-
cent de Paul Church was no longer looked down upon from every

No. 3

second-story window around and its roof made a runway by the
street arab. The school building that from its high-brow elevation

cast pitying glances on its lowly neighbour, now began by con-
trast to lose its loftiness and good looks insomuch that it begged
for a touch of the rouge pot. As the evening sunshine brought
out the beautiful rose hue of the rising walls of the church, the
brickwork of the school, which was of good stock, appeared com-
monplace in comparison. The contrast with the other buildings
in the vicinity was even more marked, so that even in its early
stages the new church of St. Vincent de Paul dominated the dis-
trict. e



This coming ahead was very ;narkedh as the m
stone columns of the portico rose in all tbcla %'rageof v |
their proportions, s'ggml:)untegl ::])e's 1;&11(13 Zgotgs aInm;;h,e 1831;&3 i
pressi s, erowned by a ! : ening
fﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁz’-between the snowy whiteness of the port;cmm
delightful rose red of the wall which served as its back i
gave a charming attractiveness to the fine street‘on one of the
finest corners of which the church stands. Its day of triumg
had indeed come, or rather had dawned, for as we shall see

No. 4

has by no means reached its zenith as yet. Drawing No 4 sh
St. Vincent de Paul Church looking up ang lifting its hear
anticipated triumph, _

A little drawback to the distinetness of picture No. 4
abundance of foilage which,
queness, interferes not a little

18

whilst giving a touch of pictu
with the clearness of outline.
the City Parks” Commissioner been invited to do a little
what he did very promptly and courteously later, nam
move three horse chesnut trees which stood in front of the
our readers would be able to recognize in the dark spot
apex of the truss in front a little knot of steel workers
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running up or sliding down steel girders four or five inches in
width is child’s play and who ean climb to dizzy heights with
the agility of cats. They had by no means an easy task. The
four great steel arches had to be riveted together on a felt and
gravel roof which protected the congregation worshipping be-
neath from the elements. On this roof, supported by a burly
tree .trunk standing beneath, rested the derrick which swung
the.bl-g span of .riveted steel into place. This was an exceedingly
delicate operation. The least slip would bring the temporary
roof crashing to the pews beneath and leave the congregation
exposed to the weather. But such were the care exercised and
the skill shown, that hardly a particle of damage was done to
the roof. Some breaks were unavoidable, with the result that
the baserpent presented a sorry spectacle one Monday morning
after a night’s downpour. But too much credit eannot be given
to the way in which water was drained off and leaks stopped,
so that right through the building operations religious services
continued without interruption and with a minimum of incon-
venience, .

On one occasion, whilst some of the heaviest portion of the
steel work was going on, the present writer officiated at a funeral
service which of course had to be a little later than usual and
at the busiest period of the day. The absence of noise was, under
the circumstances, surprising. Steel work is necessarily heavy
and rough, and steel workers are supposed to be in character,
but the noiselessness with which these men carried on their
work during the funeral showed that they were nature’s gentle-
men in the very best sense of that term. On the significance
of this incident and not a few others during the course of con-
struction, more will be said anon. Enough has been conveyed
to show how the experiences met in building this chureh have
an intimate bearing on the problems confronting the Chureh to-
day. '

Picture No. 5 presents the network of steel and scaffolding
which the new St. Vincent de Paul church unfolded as the roof
was neared. The trees have not yet disappeared, but as they
are leafless, their presence is almost lost in the complicated trac-
ery of wood and steel. The great columns in front are rising
in their ivory majesty and assume a graceful slimness despite
their massiveness. On the ground they seemed unwieldly, now
in place they are a delight. What a lesson not to judge things
in isolated fashion and out of perspective! A word, a phrase,
taken by itself, out of its context and apart from the eircum-
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stances of txme, place and.. nne
highly reprehensible, wherea&m.

ent significance. ‘‘How many th
their right sense and due perfection,’”’ says
speare. Another bit of phllowphy *WM&E is 8
graving No. 6 is that simplieity is not sndﬂ' a
appears. )

St. Vineent de Paul church w extemalalj
Its imposing portico lacks only the erovmmg
wall against which it rests, and which with its ros
so effectively the almost snowy whiteness of column
ture, is complete save for a stone coping. - Exter:
stands out almost finished. And how nobly mmpl
sive in its architectural lines it looks! From whateve
approached or angle viewed, it is a grand structure.
an eminent degree that attribute of grandeur, the
simplicity. Yet to attain that simplicity there was
a comphcated array of sketches, materials and cor
Simplicity is not a simple matter. To conceal art is th
art. To appear simple is the perfectlon of thought tr
perseverance. Simplicity of style is the fruit of long an e
ous endeavour. Simplicity of worship is the result of ages o
true faith and high vision and earnest effort. To term any ol
thing simple because it is the result of neither thought nor pr‘e-j
paration, is to confound simplicity with baldness, bareness, empti-
ness. From these it is as widely apart as are the Poles.

There is evidently a philosophy of building. More and more
is this coming out as we proceed. We have not yet concluded
our reflections suggested by engraving No. 6. We remarked that
the church, viewed from without, looked practically complete.
But how deceptive outside views are! A look within would
show that the interior lining of the roof is not complete as yet,
whereas the copper covering with its ghatemng reddish brown"- &
is not at all in evidence.

That look within would also reveal a vast array of seaﬂ"oldmo' :
stretching from floor to roof of the interior. The carpenter is %
beginning his work in earnest. e has to prepare the way for the
plastelers on whom so much of the 1nter10r beauty of the church
depends.

We must beware of ,]ud"lnfr merely by the e‘<ter10r ‘\Iuch
of the misery of this world, of its disappointments and trawedlee,%
arises from taking persons and things at their face value. We.
are told that the face is the mirror of the soul. That is to a large
extent true. But mirrors are not always reliable. They can play
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queer prank:s. So ean exterim's of ehurehe& :
to look even the exterior over well, beeauae a
look may reveal defects which were not perceived a

The exterior of St. Vincent de Paul Church is
bear inspeetion. Its stateliness, massiveness, and
centuated by the rareness of its style of archltecture m ou.r éhe 1
arow with study. : S

This is well shown by picture No. 7, which glvés a
of the church. One of the highest comphments that co
to the striking impressiveness of this view came from a nor
lic resident of the street from which it is obtained. As th
posing facade of the church was being reared he thought th
its beauty would be concentrated there, or at least so much
that the rear aspect would be unattractive. Under such
stances he contemplated shifting his domicile to Roneesva
where he would have the advantaﬂe of a view of the
pillared front. But when the rear neared completion he -
joy that it was almost as attractive as the front and enh
outlook. No finer compliment to the all-round exeellqnce ef'
exterior could be paid. oF

But an exterior, however imposing and graceful, is only an
exterior after all. Tt raises our expectations, but it is wise to
defer our final judgment until what is within is revealed—a ”I}:i’ﬁc
which applies to individuals even more than to churches. Is th re
not an intimate relation between the two—a relation on which
the inspired penmen love to dwell? Man is a temple made
Jod Himself to His honour. Of that temple the body is the
terior. On that body the stamp of nobility has been 1mpressed‘
its Maker. And if that stamp has been marred the result is di
to sin inherited or personal. Had sin not entered into this worle
to mar the perfection of God’s work, there would not be a defec.
tive or repulsive body.

But even then the glory of the body would be from
rather than from mthoul The innocence and grace of th
weuld constitute its prineipal charm. And innocence and
can even now undo to a large extent the result of ances
as the opposite can destroy the effects of ancestral virtu
an ungainly and defective exterior has been relieved, yea ¢
by the cultivation of grand traits of character, as many
herited facial charms have been destroyed by vamty,
oluttony and sensuality.

What is true of faces which are God’s work, marr" S
wise by man’s eonduet, applies to churches into whlc
—16—



enters more largely and whieh are therefore more indieative
of his character. The history of a nation, of a diocese, of a eivil-
1zation, 1s written more legibly on its churches than on anything
else. And what a record of the history, of the spirit, of the stand-
ing, of a parish is to be found in its church. Its stateliness, its
exterior impressiveness or the opposite, bear elcquent testimony to
the intellectual and spiritual level of its pastor and people. Neither
may have been responsible for-it in the first place. It may be a
heritage of other times, times of grander aspirations or power,
times, 1t may be, of poverty and strugele. But whatever it may

No. 7
Lave been, its present appearance, external and internal, is a fairly
qeenrate index of the standing of those who worship therein. It
may be incomplete, but its very incompleteness speaks of what is
contemplated and what efforts are being made to have dreams.
come true. : .

This applies to the exterior, and even more so o the interior.
When it has been richtly said that we must not judge by the out-
¢ide. this saying dces not inean that the outside is not to be an
important consideration in our judgment. Itis. The interior must
be profoundly affected by the exterior. Where the latter is small
or mean or disproportioned, the interior cannot be spacious or

—17—




noble or harmonious. But at
exterior can be marred by the
crudeness of the interior. In the
Chureh, the interior will be found to
tations raised by its exterior. When th.'
touches, as will be the case very soon, we hope
illustration and by an invitation to see the reali
afraid that the verdict will be in this case tha
was deceptiv The one opinioﬂ e\pres'sed by ﬂ

In answer to the questions which may be ra
fieation of such an expense, let one incident be r
licht on a diseussion of this kind. After the bricl
and iron workers, had completed their work, a ban

in appreciation of their services. It was a most e
The vast majority of the workers and bosses were n
of the church building committee.+ Yet the former
that they rarely, if ever, received such a token of
Some few remembered an experience of the kind 1

if the epmt mamfested on that oecasion were only genm:_al
industrial and political and social tangles would be solved in &
wholly excellent way. It was felt all round that a big co ot
work was done that evening. And the inspiration of ‘that
was that it had been done in a generous spirit. The bigne
the undertaking brought out the best in all concerned.
men who plied their tools were proud of their handiwork.
spirit of the enterprise had its effect on all engaged in it. i
An incident, one of many, will bear out this. During
the noonday hour the toilers after their meal engaged i
games. Baseball and football were the favourites. Bat
and balls were of a very primitive kind, made on the pre
mises, but all the more en]oyed on that account. The play w
usually fast and furious and was watched with great interest |
the occupants of the many apartments overlooking the ehr
grounds. And the verdict of all was that a more decent band
\\mlunen they had never seen. No rough conduct was witnesse
no profanity or coarse language was heard. The proxunfty
the workmen instead of being the least annoyance, was a soi
of unfailing interest and pleasure and (it can be added) e

~IIS



cation. The spirit of the place and of the work had caught the
workers.

Not alone on them had the majestic beauty of the structure its
effects. Never was such an interest shown in any other structure
in the neighbourhood. All in the vieinity took a pride in it and
acknowledged that it would add to the attractiveness of their
fine business street. Street-car conductors observed that they had
never seen such a craning of necks as when the corner of Ron-
cesvalles and Westminster Aves. was approached. The upward
view was certainly stimulated physically. R

That the same is true morally has been indicated by what has
been related of ‘those immediately concerned. Such an undertak-
Ing meant sacrifice of no ordinary kind and sacrifice must have

an uplifting and broadening effect. Those who faced such a re-

sponsibility felt that an opportunity of service to the community
such as they had not before, now presented itself. Their base-
ment quarters were not attractive. Now, however, they had a
church edifice in which the whole neighbourhood took a pride.
This kindly feeling must be cultivated. All around must be made
to feel that they have a proprietorship in this new and noble strue-
ture in their midst. Hence a proposal was made to the business
men’s association of the distriet that when the church was com-

pleted, just before its dedication, they and their friends and ae-

quaintances would be invited to view every detail of the edifice
from floor to eeiling and would be told on that occasion that this
church and all pertaining thereto was at the serviee of the com-
munity and would gladly place its hall and grounds at the dis-
posal of the business men’s association or any similar organiza-
tion aiming to develop a community spirit. Its ambition was to
promote good will, co-operation in everything that made for ma-
terial, intellectual and moral betterment. To those not of its
faith it wished success in every well-meant effort. Whilst it stood
loyally for its own eonvietions and was bound and glad to main-
tain that they were indeed the best, it respected the honest con-
victions of others and would be very sorry to see them (derived
as all best in them was from the Mother of all the Churches) re-
placed by laxity and indifference.

Such is the programme to which St. Vineent de Paul Chureh
now on the eve of its completion, is eagerly looking. In working
out this programme it has come to the divide which turns the
waters of our continent either to the chill North or the sunny
South. The experiences of a church ought to (if properly grasp-
¢d’ be a guide to the solution of the problems confronting the




- world-wide Churck
by being one of the
ployee knelt at th :
same bench or in the same furrow, there wa '
no warfare between labour and capital, no so
brotherhood of religion permeated every br;
Let that condition be brought back and every
problems will be solved. In the course of the const
Vincent de Paul Church the pastor found himsell at
fronted with the necessity of getting into the midst of w
be called rough, physical work. Articles were delive:
expected times and had to be taken care of immediately.
took off his coat and pitehed into the work side by side wit
workmen, who expressed their surprise and did not hi
gratification at his willingness to take his part in the w
digger and the drayman. vy - [t S

To some indeed such a thing would seem altogether be
their dignity. Could not others be got to do such jobs?
they might, at the cost of delay and inconvenience, where by
sonal effort the work could be done in far less time than it ‘wou
take to hunt for a substitute. The great Apostle of the Ge

when the solicitude for all the churches pressed heavily v
him, worked at times at his trade of tent-making. And if t
chasm dividing at present the men who work with their han
from those who work with their brains or with the brains of o
ers, is to be bridged over, this result will be achieved only
those who, like the great Apostle, ‘‘labour, working with the
own hands,’’ as well as with their brains and hearts and soul
If we were to have a Religious Order whose members would n
only study the life and spirit of Jesus, the Workman of Nazare
in the class-room and the chapel, but would follow Him into t
workshop, take a place at the bench and between the ploug
handles, such an Order would do wonders in revolutionizing
present attitude of the labour world. Treat men as men shoul
be treated, be their brothers not merely in a theoretical way, but
at the dinner-pail hour and at the fellowship of the dray,‘ thensas
drill, the plane and the furrow; face their problems from "cheii";?:""«'
own level,_but )w'itll your higher viewpoint and larger horizon; i
and you will bring out the best in them and find difficulties méﬁ:ﬁf 2
away. Our class distinetions, with contempt on one side, envy
and resentment on the other, false impressions on both——th,ése arq?w '
the springs of our social unrest. And it goes without saying that
both can be traced to lack of true, practical religion.- ey
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The writer is aware that in giving personal experiences as a
basis for general conclusions he lays himself open in eertain quar-
ters to the charge of self-advertisement. There is a class that
can conceive of no other motive for public action than the one
assigned. It never occurs to these that there can be such a thing
as zeal for truth, desire to promote the public welfare, not to
mention something away beyond their horizon, namely, solicitude
for the advancement of the kingdom of God. St. Paul had to
deal with ‘“‘pious’’ folk of this ilk. He calls them Sdogar Wi
..... To count them as a foree worthy of any consideration
\\"0111(1 be a sad waste of energy. Away with them!
They will not be permitted again to wriggle across our
pages. They may be a useful study for the entomolo-

No.

gist, but for those who see in the particular problems confronting
them in social and religious life the out-cropping of world-wide
conditions and think they have found in their own experiences
points helpful towards the remedying of these conditions the
wriggler may be left to the element in which it is at home. Dante’s
prescription for a much worthier tribe is in order. ‘“‘Do mot dis-
cuss them, but give them a look and pass by.” Big burdens have
to be carried, big questions insistently demand all available en-



ergy. May God grant the pa
and hopefulness and charity t o WOk
report and evil report damams. With su
with the problems of a church can indeed
notably to the work ahead of the Church.
~ That a good beginning was made towards tl
the ideals set forth was the verdict of all who.
which took place immediately before, and during
service. On the Friday evening before Sunday
date of the dedication, the completed St. Vincent de F
was thrown open to the whole neighbourhood. Tts maje
and finely designed approach were flooded with the
lamps of two massive supports. Up its array of steps
ginning at each side, and from a broad landing ascen:
towering portico, gave an 1mpress1on of ease a.nd
streamed an unbroken processmn for upwards of t
als—all were acrutlmzed The beautlful and eﬁecﬁ:
lighting which revealed every detail of the exqulslfe p
‘decorations of walls and ceiling, the delicate and harme
ing simple and refined, the white and gold of the alta
ble whiteness of the Greclan m.ouldmgs, the 'spaclo

altar rail—all challenged the admlratmn of the pro 38
itors. Members of the executlve eommlttee Were ept

bled to witness the dedlcatlon of the church Whleh was;
oughly 1nspected on the precedlng Friday.. Already thre

as much space as posblble Would be left for guests frg;:g ou
Of these there was a large turnout. When the doors Were:t,t
open for admission, the waiting crowd surged forwarc
services of three atalwart members of the Police Force
6 Station, kept excellent order by their taet and experi
handling erowds.  Soon every available seat was oecup
High Mass in presence of the Archbishop began, the
Church Extension being celebrant and the pastors of H
Parish, Toronto, and St. Columbkille’s, Uptergrove, b
tively Deacon and Sub-Deacon, whilst the pastor of .
Toronto, was Master of Ceremomes

N



After a few words of welecome and gratitude from the incum-
bent ’of the new church, the recently-appointed rector of St.
Peter’s, Toronto, preached a sermon which had for its central idea
Christian ch:arity as embodied in the greatest apostle of charity
of modern times, St. Vincent de Paul. It need not be said that
the discourse was worthy of one who for years as rector of New-
man Hall has been a power for good in university cireles and in
every department of civie life in Toronto, and as a patriotic Cana-
dian has thrilled audiences in every part of Canada. In conelu-
sion the Archbishop of Toronto felicitated the congregation on
the possession of a rarely beautiful place-of worship, and referred

No. 9

in a very kindly manner to the beginnings of the present St.
Vincent de Paul Parish.

That the church dedicated so auspiciously under almost ideal -

conditions of weather and accommodation is already making itself
felt in the community is evidenced by the exceedingly fine attend-
ance at the Forty Hours’ Devotion held there three weeks after
the first Mass was said. We cannot better conclude our little bro-
chure than by a view of the altar during this devotion and by a
prayer that the fervour and enthusiasm of that demonstration
of loyalty to our Eucharistic Lord may usher in a fresh and un-
flagging advance in every parish activity.
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